on every side. Hitner riatomsm or iviithraism. formed the core of whatever religion the cultured pagan still retained, as will be seen presently. la Western Africa these two religions were inconspicuous ; its bald polytheism, unidealised by Neo - Platonic symbolism and unanimated by Mithraic emotion and ethic, never appealed to Augustine. He takes credit to himself that he never, at any moment of his life, questioned the existence of God. His idea of a philosophy or of truth was of something that would illumine the seeming chaos of life with this thought. Paganism was to him in his rationalist mood merely an outworn, tinselled garment, clothing a dead idol. He turned perforce from Christianity to Manicheeism, a religion which had a considerable and a cultured following in Africa.
Manicheeism has been persistently misrepresented by Augustine's biographers ; even M. Poujoulat gives a fantastic version of its origin and an ungenerous exposition of its doctrines. M. Beausobre, its classic exponent, contends that Augustine himself misrepresents it. Assuredly